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SPEECH. 


AND 


CONF ESSION 


Mr. Stephen Colledge, 


| Who was Executed at Oxford on I/edneſday 
_ Auguſt 31. 16 81 


| Great many of you appeas by your Habits to be men of learning 5 
_ and for meto. make a Conkefiion according to School-Art, I ſup- _ 
| pale none expett it. from me. Fans. fenfible'T have had the eye of ' 
the Workd upon me: for ſome tﬀrerle rime' paſt, which ] kere declare 


was occatjonet; by 'my. TENETS 8s: hearkeving to the allurements 


af this vat world. - - 
| do here coptels ta God,.the King; arid my Couritrey, That I have been a 
preat Sinner againſt God, in my negle&ofDury ro his Worſhip, and my being 


* 6, quehaſtranyer tohisBboly Sacraments, and: having fo little regaid to his 
Holy Church; if whoſe Boſom Ireft in the midft of my Agonies, through the 


Mexcies and Merus of my: Redeemer Jefus Chriſt, who alone is able ro deliver 
me-from the: bitterneſs of Eternal Death; and have hope, by my hearty ſor- 
row for my many Offetices) by the Merits: of my Redeemer; to be made a 
Partaker obthe-promiſed Life in the world tro come; 

. Thave ſinned againſbrhe beſt of Kings, im not having before my eyes that 
Aw,that:Fearrand Reverencethat became me, as a' Subjc&, to the greateſt 


Tyrantin the world: Forp as: His: Majeſty is the undoubted"Father of our 
'Countrey,. we ought to pay him Paternal Revernce, and' (incere Love ; 


But, ogthe;contrary, I havetmad too eafic thoughts of His Majeſty, and have 
wickedly expoſed my corrupt Imaginations, which have been fallly, malici- 
au(ly and traiteroully. traduced.to: the world, thereby thinking to tir up 
Seduion, and attain my. wicked. Ends.and.Purpoſes:3; But' God, whodifpoſes 
all things, bounds the Sea, ahd' put a ſtop to that current of Confuſion, which 


| Gi inrended againſt the beſt of Kings, and the beſt of Governments in the 


world, And I do here defire _ Majeſty to forgive me. the fin that I have 
ated againſt Him, thitit may riot be ii ped me at the Tribunal where 
ſhortly Iam ſummoned to appear, before which is Juſtice and Mercy, with- 
wut the corruption of worldly Parciality. And Ido defire, That all who ſee 
this 
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"this my ſhameful end, or ſhall hear of it, : that they (next to the Fear and 
Reverence they ought to have tro God) to have that Honour for the King 
and his Miniſters, -as becomes ('nq-pretended,' but) real Loyal and Dutiful 

| Subje&s; For 1 declare to you, That many wag uſe thoſe plauſible preten- 
ces; never intend to be fo in the leaſt action, no further than it, ſupports their 
Hypocriſie and Diflimulation, of WhichT have h&en too guilty;-and defire-all 
yeur Prayers here preſent, That God in his Mercy would accept this my 
Confeſſion, with my true ſorrow for the ſame. | 


1] have ſinned againſt my Countrey, in ſpending moſt part of @y tim «for 

- ſome years paſt in inventing of Seditions, tending not only tothe diſturbance 
of its Peace, but to the utter ſubverfion-of thoſe-wholſom Laws that Kave 
been made by our Anceſtors, forthe ſteady ſupport, not only of every parti- 
cular man's Property and Right, but for the ſupport of the whole ; and how 
fir ſucha miſchict might have ſpread itſelf (had not Almighty God interpo- 
ſed it) is beyond my thoughts to imagine. 62 - 


- - 


Thus, having 1n general plainly declared the matters I am charged with, 
ard for whioh I am juſtly ro ſuffer ; I defire God, the King, and my Coun- 
treys Forgiveneſs. It may be expeRted- that I ſhould ſay ſomewhat as to the 
paniculars of my Tryal 3 Ido declare, I had more favour ſhewn me than 1 

+ could have imagined would be allowed to any perſon in my circumſtances, 
for which I humbly thank His Majeſty's Commiſſioners, (my Judges) and 
the reft of the Honourable Court. Ido believe my Jury were honeſt conſci- 
enrious men 4 and that their Opinions were governed by the clearneſs. of 
the Evidence that was' depoſed againſt me; and that they had no inbred 
prejudice againſt my Perſon or Perſwafion, but diſcharg'd the Duty every 
honeſt may owes to God, his King, and Countrey, and with all patience 
heard any Defence I could make for my Life; which was very little tro the 
purpoſe of what: was depoſed againſt me, and much lefs than what I was 
conſcious to my ſelf that I was guilty of. Jo. 

I cannot object any particular circumſtance that I was charged with 
by any of my Acculers, that is of any weight, and do forgive all the world, 
and heartily thank thoſe worthy Divines who have ſpent mach. time and 
Labour in ofder to my retonciling my ſeltinto the boſom of the Holy Church, 
in whofe Communion] die, and beg the Prayers of all, ſo long as I have any 
time lent me 3 and do hope, that all that ever I have offended, or done in- 
jury £0y will forgrve'me, and help me-with their-Prayers, that I may be the 
better enavied 10 approach the Throne of Mercy, which is prepared for all 
that truly betteve, and fear God y which that you may all do, is the Prayers 
of the poor dying Penitent,  -/; 1: | / l 

OS nl A130 10373 £2124 STEPHEN COLLEDER: 
» Then, praying ſome ſpact in private; he ſubmitted himſelf to the Executioner, 
who accordingly did bis Office." His Body is begged by « worthy Relation, in or- 
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